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Johnôs Jottings for January 2018 

 

I hope you were present for worship at John Knox PC during Advent.    As usual, Anna 

and Bethany came forth with beautiful and meaningful music and the children shared 

their wonderful enthusiasm and their innocence. Many others shared their gifts of artis-

tic decoration and profound words. The overall effect was that this Christmas and the 

time leading up to it was for the congregation a time of remembering and celebrating 

the real meaning of Christmas. 

As we enter the New Year there will be many who will be setting forth new goals and 

resolutions.  There will be some who will be claiming that this is  the year where they 

finally loose those extra pounds, while others will be resolving to do more exercising 

to get into shape.  I hope you will consider treating yourself to some positive spiritual 

growth where you leave guilt, fear and negative judgmental thoughts behind.  I hope 

you inform your face that God is good and thus are more able to surprise other people 

by sharing your smile even before they share theirs.  

 I remind you again of the opening of the Confession where it asks what is the chief 

end of humankind----òWe are to PRAISE God and ENJOY God forever.ò  Letôs put 

that into practice! 

     In ChristÙs love,   

    Dr. John  

Presbyter for Vision and Mission  

Visits John Knox 

The Rev. Brian Heron brought greetings from 

Presbytery and shared worship with us on De-

cember 10. During coffee time after church, 

Brian also spoke of his thoughts about the evo-

lution of his newly created position as well as 

the yet-unfilled position of Advocate for Clergy 

and Congregations. Brian stressed the impor-

tance of people in leadership listening to what 

the churches in the presbytery say they need  

and striving to help them  obtain those resources 

ï including establishing connections to collabo-

rate with other churches or finding opportunities 

to grow their missions in new ways outside the 

walls of the church. The world has changed and 

will continue to change, and Presbytery is look-

ing for ways to be part of the change and bring 

the good news of Christ in the midst of it all. 



PROFIT AND LOSS     

Nov-17     

     

INCOME Actual Budget YTD Act 
YTD 

Budget 

Pledges 6235 6059 65799 66621 

Offerings 830 417 11750 4583 

Miscellaneous 183 497 15269 5469 

Christ Jar/CHP 195 167 2597 1833 

Building Use 391 208 2961 2292 

Per Capita 32 0 959 
    Ann 
2137 

Food Bank Dona-
tions 225 150 1945 1650 

Fund Account tfer 
In 167   1833   

TOTAL 8258 7498 103113 83248 

          

EXPENSES Actual Budget YTD Act 
YTD 

Budget 

  5934 6054 83034 79991 

          

          

PROFIT/LOSS 2324 1444 20079 3257 

 

 

The Administration Committee met December 11, 2017 and received reports from committees. Some of 

the highlights of the meeting: 
 

¶ An updated Church brochure is in production 

¶ A banner advertising our regular evening Christmas Eve service will be purchased and installed this month. 

¶ A positive financial report received from Treasurer. 

Updated calendar:  

January 12  Last day to provide Annual report submissions to Bronwyn 

January 14  Installation of church Officers 

February 3  Church officers retreat 

February 11 Annual Meeting 

 
The next meeting will be held January 8, 2018 in the church Library at 7 pm. 

 

Bronwyn Curtis 

For Administration Committee 

Treasurers Report October & November 

2017 
 

Both October and November saw continued faith-filled giv-

ing to end in the black $3,726 and $2,324 respectively. I 

anticipate that we will come close to meeting the pledged 

giving goal of $72,680 for 2017 by the end of December. 

Thank you.  
 

As we near the end of the financial year, just a reminder 

that any giving received in the offering plate by, or post-

marked by December 31 will be included in your 2017 giv-

ing statement. 
 

Bronwyn Curtis 

Treasurer 

 

Notes from Sessionôs  December 17 meeting: 

Session met on December 17 after church. We received  a 

positive report from the Treasurer, and passed a motion to 

approve the 2018 budget for $92,345.85.  The Stewardship 

committee reported (updated 12/21) receiving 25 pledges 

totaling $73,130, which, along with our projected un-

pledged income, means we are within $1000 of meeting our 

proposed budget.  Thanks be to God! 

We also approved Pastor Johnôs covenant (contract) for 

February 2018 ï January  2019. We celebrated (a bit reluc-

tantly) Nancy Morganôs 25+ years of service on session as 

a ruler elder, with most of that time also serving as clerk, as 

we also celebrated her last session meeting! We shared 

news and plans about the Advent/Christmastide season, and 

closed with prayer. 

A reminder from your Clerk ï session meetings are open 

meetings, and we love having guests who want to learn 

more about how this whole ñpolityò thing works!  (Polity = 

a form or process of civil government). 



 

January Scripture Readings 
 

 

1st Sunday after Christmas Day ï January 1 
Isaiah 63:7-9   Psalm 148 
Hebrew 2:10-18   Mathew 2:13-23 

 Epiphany of the Lord ï January 6 
Isaiah 60:1-6   Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12  Matthew 2:1-12 

 Baptism of the LordðJanuary 8 
Isaiah  42:1-9   Psalm  29 
Acts 10:34-43   Matthew 3:15-17  

 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany ï January 15 
Isaiah 49:1-7   Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9  John 1:29-42 

 
 

3rd  Sunday after Epiphany ï January 22 
Isaiah  9:1-4   Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18  Mathew4:12-23 

 

4th Sunday after Epiphany ï January 29 
Micah 6:1-8   Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MARION 

MOHRING   (2011) 

November 3, 1936 ï December 2, 2017  

Marion became a member of JKPC in 2011, transferring 

her membership from Colonial Heights Presbyterian 

Church in Portland, where she joined by reaffirmation of 

faith on May 26, 2991. Those who knew Marion will not 

be surprised to discover she was ordained as a deacon 

there and served two terms.  

Marion served faithfully for years as our Prayer Chain 

coordinator and, among other things, sent  birthday cards 

to everyone in the congregation. Although she has not 

been able to attend worship for some time, she has been a 

cherished member of the congregation and has been re-

ceiving Communion regularly from Dr. John and Lane 

Oxley.  

We had a time of remembering and giving thanks for 

Marionôs life during worship on December 10, singing 

her two favorite hymns at her request: Great is Thy Faith-

fulness and On Eagleôs Wings. We  give thanks to God 

for a good and faithful servant. 

 

 

Vernelle Willming  

January 2, 1928 ï December 26, 2017 

Vernelle passed away on December 26 after experiencing a 

stroke earlier this year. We ask for prayers for Chuck and all 

of her family and friends. A service will be held later at 

Westminster Presbyterian in Eugene 

2017 Christmas Pageant  



Why  Per Capita?   

Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that belong to the whole 

church, to give meaning to the interdependent nature Presbyterian polity. Per capita is 

part of the glue that holds Presbyterians together. It exists to allow the whole church to 

share equitably in those things that make us Presbyterian. 

 Exod. 30:11-16 ï ñéthe rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give 

less, than the half shekel [for the sanctuary]é.ò  

1 Cor. 12:7 ï ñTo each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good.ò 

Paying per capita is similar to 

contributing oneôs dish to a potluck meal  

¶ paying to be connected to the Internet  

¶ paying for the benefit of utilities, such as electricity, water, and telephone  

¶ pitching in with other passengers to pay for gasoline for a road trip  

¶ participating in community supported agriculture (CSA) or a similar co-op 

In Cascades Presbytery, the per capita for each member is $32.00. Please indicate on your check or offering envelope 

that your payment should be directed toward per capita. What you give toward  per capita reduces the amount we have to 

pay out of our operating budget. 

Where does my $32.00 go? 

Cascades Presbytery: $19.05 This covers the costs of the work of the presbytery: 

¶The expense of three annual presbytery meetings 

¶The expenses of the meetings and work of Presbytery Leadership Council  

¶Meeting expenses of committees - Commission on Preparation for Ministry, Committee on Representation, Commis-

sion on Ministry, Communications and Meeting Planning Team , and Permanent Judicial Commission 

¶Expenses associated with administrative commissions (church closures, pastor installations,  congregational con-

flicts)  

¶General Expenses (legal, audit, professional fees, insurance, publishing, etc.) and office expenses (rent, telephone, 

postage, printing/copying, computer supplies & support, equipment repairs & maintenance, etc.)  

¶The work of The Office of the Stated Clerk (including compensation and expenses for the clerk and administrative 

assistant).  

Synod of the Pacific $5.22  Regional  Administrative and Financial Services 

¶  Investment/Loan administration 

¶  Personnel services and Health/Benefits administration 

¶  Committee meeting Expenses  (Synod meetings, Finance, Personnel, Executive Staff Forum, Nominating, Mission 

Partnership, etc.) 

General Assembly  $7.73   To help share in the cost in those things that make us Presbyterian and allows for participa-

tion of persons from large and small churches from all areas of the country, thus making our representative form of gov-

ernment possible.  

¶  our theological identity 

¶  our connectedness 

¶  our system of mid councils that allow elders and ministers discern together the mind of Christ 

¶  our ecumenical connections that make us part of the church universal 

¶  our core structures that keep us together as a church 

¶  our call to work for full participation in decision making 

This means that dollars given for mission are used to fund mission projects and work rather than in paying for adminis-

trative ñoverhead.ò  

Thank you for your support and payment of our per capita! 



Keizer Community Food Bank 
 

January                Toilet paper and tissue (it's the cold & flu season!) 

February              Bathroom items ï soap of all kinds,           shampoo and conditioners, toothpaste, deodorant, other per-

                 sonal care items, Tylenol, cough syrup, etc. 

March                   Pet food ï small containers/packages. If you have big packages, please break it down in smaller bags 

     and label it clearly. (Don't do that for bulk food items; "people food" must be in unopened packages.) 

    Also, kitty litter and all other pet care items. 

April                     Paper Towels, paper plates, and toilet paper 

May                      Laundry soap, laundry products, dryer sheets 

June                      Dish soap, kitchen soap, cleaning products 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated in the Christmas 

Pageant during worship on De-

cember 24. What a wonderful 

look at the shepherdôs visit by 

the angels, their trip to Bethle-

hem, what they saw in the man-

ger, and who else came to visit 

the baby Jesus. Thanks to Anna 

Robinson and Bethany Cozort, 

musicians of the highest class! 

Bethany found the script this 

summer, and Mary Jo Emmett helped with staging, re-

hearsals, and costumes. Mary Jo also portrayed one of the 

three Wise (Wo)men, along with Nancy Morgan and Jo 

Yeager.  Carrie and CJ High were Mary and Joseph, the 

friendly beasts were Ezra,  Micah, Cariana, and Cayla. 

Matthew and Ezra were shepherds, and Matthew, Anna 

Robinson, CJ High, Ezra, and Nancy Morgan were narra-

tors. Gertie Corpe, Jennie Amos, Lane Oxley, and the chil-

dren sang in the choir. River, who was a young shepherd, 

carried the baby lamb beside the manger. We celebrated 

the birth of Jesus with the shepherds, the friendly beasts, 

and the angels. 

VALENTINE H.U.G.S.  

Christmastide is almost over & Valentineôs Day is fast ap-

proaching! Hopefully youôve been checking out sales for 

new & gently used clothing items for foster care children 

for our H.U.G.S. (Hats, Underwear, Gloves & Socks) 

Clothing Drive. Earlier this year, the church applied our 

40% Pentecost Offering to Marion County child services 

for needs of foster children and have since engaged in con-

versations with a liaison to the Department of Health Ser-

vices, Gwen Slippy. Often children are suddenly place into 

care with only the clothes on their back; Childrenôs Ser-

vices tries to give each child a bag (often a pillow case) 

with toiletries (bathroom supplies, brushes/combs), paja-

mas or night shirts, a towel set & maybe a night 

light/flashlight, a stuffed animal. Basic clothing ï H.U.G.S. 

& outer wear (a jacket/coat to wear with the gloves) & a 

gift card for shoes to wear those new socks iné you get the 

pictureé all sizes are needed for infants to those large 

teenagers (XL ïXXXL).  

Youôve heard the commercial ï ñNot everyone can be a 

foster parent, but everyone can help a foster child.ò We 

plan to dedicate our Valentine HUGS on Sunday, February 

11th.  

Thank you for knowing and sharing Christôs 

Loveéespecially to the children. 

    Peace & Merry Christmas from the Mission Committee 

2017 Ladies  

Christmas  

Luncheon 



Statement of Disbelief 

Randy Lodjic, a retired pastor and friend of JKPC, preached at Yachats Community Presbyterian Church on December 

10, the Sunday they (and we) lit the Candle of Peace. He chose the scripture from II Timothy 2: 15: ñDo your best to 

present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word 

of truth.ò King James Version says ñrightly dividingò the word of truth. Randy pointed out that this scripture literally 

speaks of cutting a direct path through and to true words.   

Randy loves the Bible ï all of it, because over a lifetime of working with it, he has come to treasure it as two things: 1) a 

saga of cautionary tales about bad theology ï bad words about God and where those bad words inevitably, repeatedly 

lead, and 2) a clarification and correcting that declares ñgood words about God.ò Good theology, useful theology. The 

ñdividing,ò as the KJV says, is what it takes to discern and cut that straight path to theological truth. To accompany the 

sermon, Randy wrote this "Statement of Disbelief.ò Read and discern where your dividing line is to theological truth. 

Thanks to Karen Bain for sharing this with us! 

O God, we do not believe that you play favorites. 

We do not believe that you use pain, poverty, death, or any suffering to punish us or teach us lessons. 

We do not believe that you are ever not fully, lovingly engaged in all possible ways in every life, human and 

non-human alike. 

We do not believe that you ever engage in violence or are ever a participant in our warrings and conflicts, as 

anything but a co-sufferer with the innocent and the powerless. 

We do not believe that you ever abandon us or cease to accompany us or any other in any dimension of life, pre-

sent or future. 

These things we promise steadfastly NOT to believe. 

Amen! 

Hereôs the recipe for the salad served during coffee time when Brian visited. Enjoy! 

 Chicken Wild Rice Salad 

Cook and dice a chicken breast (or a couple of thighs). Cool.   

Cook up a cup of wild rice (cook it in chicken broth, if you want). It makes a couple of cups,          

cooked. Cool.  

Chop a can of sliced water chestnuts. (I used a heaping cup of diced celery instead because I like the flavor and crunch) 

Chop about a cup of cashews, or use cashew pieces.   

Cut a cup of seedless grapes in half. 

Mix together. Refrigerate until well-chilled. 

To a cup of mayonnaise, add about a teaspoon of Lawryôs Seasoned Salt, stir together, mix with salad. 

The full salad bowl was one recipe with heaping measures of everything (and a few more grapes) except the mayo. It 

keeps well for one day; after that the mayo starts to break down. I prefer to use the full-fat type ñRealò mayo; the light or 

fat-free wonôt hold the salad together as well.  

PS: This is a ñdependingò recipe ï depending on what you have and what you like.   



Epiphany and Baptism of the Lord 

 

 

Epiphany is January 5, and marks the last day of Christmastide, or the 12 days of 

Christmas. 

Epiphany is the celebration of Godôs manifestation or self-revelation to the world 

in Jesus Christ. In particular, we celebrate the revelation of Godôs promise and pur-

pose to the nations of the world, as the magi came from the East to worship to the 

Christ child, and Godôs covenant of grace is extended to all who believe the good 

news of Christ Jesus. The symbolism of light is important: not only because of the 

star that guided the magi, but as it relates to the bright dawning of Godôs self-

revelation in Christ. 

January 7 we will celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, which is closely related to Epiphany and should be considered in 

relation to that feast. Jesusô ministry to bring in Godôs rule was inaugurated in his baptism. As he came out of the water, 

the Spirit rested on Jesus and a sign of Godôs approval was heard. On this day, we celebrate not only Jesusô baptism but 

our own as well, for our baptism is rooted in Christ. Baptism joins us to Christ and his church, and with all of the bap-

tized we are called to share in Jesusô ministry. In the waters of baptism we are buried with Christ, cleansed of our sins, 

and raised to share in his resurrection. The Spirit is given to us and we are declared the children of God. 

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003 

 

An Epiphany with Wise Women?   by Christine Schenck for the National Catholic Reporter  

Throughout the Christmas season, friends occasionally send me cards, cups and other assorted 

tchotchkes praising the "three Wise Women." You have probably seen them: "Three Wise 

Women would have asked directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the baby, swept the 

stable, made a casserole and brought practical gifts." I love this humorous feminist take on a 

beloved Christmas story. But, recently, a renowned authority on the Gospel of Matthew, 

Dominican Fr. Benedict Thomas Viviano, believes it entirely possible that women could 

have been among the Magi portrayed in the Matthean birth narrative. Viviano is professor 

emeritus at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. He also wrote the commentary on Mat-

thew in The New Jerome Biblical Commentary  

According to Viviano, "The main reason to think of the presence of one or more women among the magi is the back-

ground story of the queen of Sheba, with her quest for Israelite royal wisdom, her reverent awe, and her three gifts fit for 

a king." 

The first book of Kings, Chapter 10:1-29, narrates the visit of the queen to King Solomon with gifts of gold and spices 

such as myrrh and frankincense. 

Viviano believes viewing the Solomon-Sheba background as a close biblical parallel to the Magi story opens up some 

"previously neglected possibilities" such as the "wisdom and feminine aspects of the narrative." 

Go to this link: https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/simply-spirit/epiphany-wise-women, to read the rest of the article, 

which  explores Vivianoôs discussion and the Jewish concept of Midrash (popular and imaginative exposition of the 

Scriptures for faith and piety). 

In the meantime, we know that women were quite important in Jesusô life ï from birth until his resurrection. So itôs not 

hard to imagine the women around Mary ïthe wise women of her family and town ï supporting her and helping her with 

the baby, passing on the wisdom of the years to this new family whose child would bring holy light to the world, then 

and forevermore. 

Happy Epiphany! 

 



 Our participation in wearing blue on the first Sunday in Lent for the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program, óBlue-

Shirt Sundayô has inspired Jean Gardner to offer us an opportunity to order customized blue T-shirts! Itôs been several 

years since we have had church shirts & thanks to Jean & son Mark, funds from Don Gardnerôs memorial will cover set-

up charge to print T-shirts locally. The Presbyterian logo will be white on the front & óJohn Knox Presbyterian Church  -

Keizer, Oregonô on the back; however, in order to have the shirts by February 18th (Wear Blue/Blue Shirt/Blue Sunday), 

the printer needs our order by Saturday, January 20th. Regular adult sizes, Small-XL & Child/Youth sized shirts are $16 

unless we have 30 or more which reduces the price to $14. Larger sizes (XXL, XXXL) are $2 more. A sign-up sheet will 

be available Sunday mornings otherwise please call Mary Jo (503 930-0975) or email: mj.emmett@comcast.net  

 Besides wearing your shirt on PDA Sunday & at the churchôs Community BBQ, wear it while youôre out & about (Lane 

Oxley says sheôll wear it at the gym) to promote John Knoxôs presence in the community! 

A True - Blue T-Shirt Opportunity  

Like a Box of Chocolates 
Kenneth L Sammuel 

"And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 
Uriah . . . ." - Matthew 1:6 
 

"Momma always said life was like a box of chocolates. 

You never know what you're gonna get. 

 

This famous line from Forrest Gump rings true for many 

of us. Life is not all sweet and smooth. Life is embedded 

with stubborn nuts and a host of unpleasant ingredients 

hiding beneath the outer coating. 

 

Any authentic appraisal of life has got to take the good, 

the bad and the ugly into full account. 

 

The writer of Matthew's gospel must have had this in 

mind when in recalling the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 

the writer pointedly calls our attention to one of the 

great scandals in that genealogy. The writer deliberately 

interrupts the flow of patriarchal enumeration to say that 

one of the greatest patriarchsðindeed the patriarch with 

whom Jesus is most closely associatedðfathered a son 

with another man's wife. 

Notwithstanding King David's pervasive veneration in 

Jewish culture, the writer of Matthew does not skip or 

gloss over the fact that King David's adulterous affair 

with Uriah's wife is what gave birth to another great 

king of Israel, Solomon. 

What a mixed box of chocolates! 

 

Does adultery erase David's greatness? 

 

Does America's original sin of slavery nullify its moral 

fiber? 

 

Does scandal in Jesus' genealogy and the scandal at-

tached to his unusual birth make him less worthy of our 

devotion?  

 

Does the commercialism of the Advent season render 

its meaning null and void? 

 

Or . . . 

 

Does God work through all of our human flaws and 

dysfunctions to move us toward the Light . . . in spite 

of ourselves. 

 

An old preacher once told me that God can use a 

crooked stick to draw a straight line. 

 

Prayer 

 

Hallelujah! 

 

God, may your strength be made perfect in our weak-

ness. 


