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John’s Jottings 

I am just too busy for God. When I heard that announcement it did surprise me. But I had to admire the hon-
esty of the person who shared with me. At least she was up front with her reason for not coming to church. It 
was only after speaking with her that it came to me that being busy is a dangerous virtue. Oh I fully realize that 
being busy is the answer to being bored and that being busy is a virtue when we get things done that really 
need to be done. But it is a dangerous virtue when busy-ness keeps us from slowing down and enjoying other 
people or when being busy keeps us from many wonderful times like the quiet solitude of meditation and pray-
er. I have met some who have difficulty with retirement because they were so used to being busy and now in 
retirement they are no longer as busy as they used to be. Once again, I am drawn to the Confession of Faith 
with its profound statement that our chief end is to praise God and enjoy him forever. Yes my friends, there is 
a deep strength and gentle grace that comes with allowing Godôs grace and love to be the very foundation of 
everyday life. I pray that you wonôt fall into the temptation of being too busy for God. 

    To God be the Glory, in the love of Christ, 

        Dr. John     

Thank You!  

Your gifts and prayers to the Pentecost Special Offer-
ing are appreciated! Though we, at John Knox are 
small in number, our gifts are mighty! This year we 
received more than $600 exceeding last yearôs dona-
tions; now the Mission committee wants your input as 
to where our 40% might serve children & youth either 
locally or to a specific mission abroad. Please give your 
ideas or comments to one of the committee members: 
Karen Bain, Mary Jo Emmett, Judy Liechty or Lane 
Oxley.  



Administration Committee  

We met early in June and:  

Å  Reviewed and finalized the safety plans for exit-
ing the building in an emergency  

¶ Updated the calendar  

¶ Treasurer advised we have opened a memorial       
fund in the name of John Jenkins following re-
ceipt of a gift in his memory  

¶ Noted with pleasure that the old Clavinova     
piano/keyboard has found a new home  

¶ Approved selling the old upright piano in the 
classroom – initially it has a sign on it offering it 
for sale  

¶ Noted that Bethany is to arrange tuning of the 
piano in the sanctuary  

¶ Next meeting July 9, 2018  

Bronwyn Curtis  
For Administration Committee  

May ended a positive $1,082 in the black and our year to 
date deficit is reducing slowly. A note of explanation, due 
to pre-payment of 2018 pledges in 2017 there will be a 
shortfall of around $500 per month in pledge actual fig-
ures vs. budget (totaling $2,500 to May 31st). This will 
also reflect in our overall year to date figures.  

Part of what I look at each month is how well we manage 
our expenses relative to that budgeted, and how our in-
come lines up with your pledged and regular offerings.  

As I write this we are at the halfway point in our financial 
year and I will be providing giving statements to enable 
you to see where you are with your giving. Please check 
these for accuracy.  

Bronwyn Curtis, 
Treasurer  
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PIANO 
NEWS 
 
Many of you have noticed a different piano up front.  
Yes, it is different.  This piano actually belongs to Betha-
ny, and was her grandmotherôs piano.  We are happy many 
of you have commented on the depth and pleasing tone of 
Bethanyôs piano.  We are hoping to find something even 
better.  Our space is used by our congregation and Puerta 
del Cielo, but we hope that it also might be used for piano 
recitals and such for our community.  We will all benefit 
from a more full sound that fills the space naturally, as 
well as an instrument that is up for the higher caliber of 
musicianship of current and future musicians.  Thanks for 
your support! 
 
If you would like to contribute financially, to this en-
deavor, please mark your check ñpiano fundò 
                  Anna Robinson 



This devotional from d365.org spoke to me this morning, and I wanted to share it with you.  I am not alone as I 
wrestle with feelings of not being é enough. 

         Bronwyn 
 

Pause 
Is God enough for you to be enough? 
 

Too often, we focus so much on our own accomplishments and failures that we forget that God is behind the scenes, be-
neath our feet, beyond our imaginations doing unexpected things and offering undeserved grace. And maybe thatôs 
enough . . . 
 

ñGod has the power to provide you with more than enough of every kind of grace. That way, you will have everything 
you need always and in everything to provide more than enough for every kind of good work.ò 

2 Corinthians 9:8 
 

Listen 
He continued, ñWhatôs a good image for Godôs kingdom? What parable can I use to explain it? Consider a mustard seed. 
When scattered on the ground, itôs the smallest of all the seeds on the earth; but when itôs planted, it grows and becomes 
the largest of all vegetable plants. It produces such large branches that the birds in the sky are able to nest in its shade.ò 

Mark 4:30-32 
 

Think 
Do you ever feel like your best is never good enough? Not terrible, but just not . . . enough? The mustard seed feels your 
pain. 
 

Despite popular imagination, the mustard seed doesnôt blossom into a sequoia-sized tree. Instead, it grows into ñthe larg-
est of all vegetable plants.ò Thatôs like saying, ñHeôs the fourth best basketball player whose name begins with the letter 
Hò or ñShe has one of the best singing voices in the entire science classòé Um, thanks? 
 

As it turns out, though, birds donôt need sequoias, and God doesnôt need the best of the best. As it turns out, a ñgood im-
age for Godôs kingdomò is something small, something easy to overlook, something on the border of insignificant. 
 

But . . . 

Itôs the little things where Godôs kingdom takes root – little things like a smile, a word of kindness, the faith that God 
can work with the smallest gifts we have to give. 

Dave McNeely 
 

Pray 
God, sometimes I doubt my significance and feel so small. Help me to trust that you are able to use me powerfully, no 
matter how small or insignificant I feel. Give me courage today to act in small ways with great love. Amen. 
 

Go  

ñOur hearts are restless until they find rest in You.ò 

Augustine 

Beneath our concerns that we may never be or have enough, may we seek and find rest in Godôs abundant enough. 

 

D365.org is a collaboration by several churches including the PC (USA), in its original format. 



An (old) new sign has been mounted above the doors in the narthex and in the social hall, visible as we leave the church. 
The signs were rededicated during worship on June 3, and they now hang above the main exits. The history of these 
signs was recalled:  

JKPC was chartered on June 5, 1963. On Tuesday this week, we will celebrate our 55th birthday. We have been 
on an eventful journey to reach this time and this place ï and we know indeed that this time and place is not our 
final destination. Our journey has included good times and not-so-good; healthy times and times when divine as-
sistance was needed to keep us going. Our journey has always included faith, fellowship, and food ï others might 
say catechism, confession, and casseroles ï the bedrocks of Presbyterianism!  

When JKPC was formed in 1963, two social groups were formed ï not mutually exclusive, but each with its own 
charter. One, Knoxarians, served as a social group that also provided money to purchase the meats for the Christ-
mas baskets and manpower for many church work projects. The other group, Presbydults, met for monthly fellow-
ship meetings featuring devotions and guest speakers from the community at large to learn about local, national, 
and international social concerns. Through these programs, members gained a better understanding of the needs 
of the church, the community, and the world. The group supported various missions or families in need. An out-
come of one of their meetings sometime between 1985-1988 was the making, dedication, and installation of signs 
above the church doors ï signs that were mounted on the inside, reminding people that the exits are the ñServantôs 
Entranceò into the world. These signs served as reminders to all of us, not just those Presbydults, for years.  

The signs were taken down several years ago, likely because the intent of the message was lost over time. Your 
session has recommended that the signs be reinstalled, recognizing that the people of this church have always 
reached out in service to the community. We rededicate these signs to serve as a weekly reminder and acknowl-
edgment that as we leave this place, we leave to serve the Lord.  

The congregation then participated in a litany of thanksgiving for those who have heard and acted upon Godôs call to 
mission and service through John Knox in many different times and places.  

The litany ended with:  

We give you thanks, O God, for you are with us always, as we hear and act upon your call to serve others, 
for in serving others, we serve you and we praise you.  

We dedicate and reinstall these signs as a visible reminder to all who go through these doors of our charge to 
serve others in your name, through your love, extending your compassion and grace to all we meet. 

As we dedicate these signs, O God, we rededicate our lives to the service of Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory now and forever. Amen.  

The Rev. David Horn, chaplain at Providence Benedictine, on June 24 at JKPC, quizzing the congregation about the con-
text for the story of David and Goliath and then sharing how that story and many others all worked for the glory of God, 
not for the glory of the individual humans involved. (Dr. Neal was away on study leave.) 



Lessons from David and Goliath  
 

When David Horn preached on June 24 about David and Goliath, he described a ñnear-comedic momentò in 
1st Samuel 17:. Saul is trying to help David prepare to fight Goliath. Eugene Petersonôs The Message de-
scribes the spectacle in verses 38-39:  

Then Saul outfitted David as a soldier in armor. He put his bronze helmet on his head 
and belted his sword on him over the armor. David tried to walk but he could hardly 
budge. David told Saul, ñI canôt even move with all this stuff on me. Iôm not used to 
this.ò And he took it all off.  

It occurred to me that this sounds a lot like we try to do. We dress in clothes that are promised to make us look 
younger, or slimmer, or older, or more serious, or less serious – different than we really are. We hide our true 
selves because someone might think weôre too tender or too tough, too religious or not faithful enough, too 
smart, or not smart enough – whatever you worry about. But think about David. He had all the earthly protec-
tion he could ever want to go to battle against Goliath – and he chose to go as himself, a shepherd with his 
staff and his sling and some stones. Oh – and one more thing – faith in his God who had promised to care for 
him. This wasnôt a victory for David the shepherd. This was a victory for God, in whom David trusted enough 
to just be himself as he approached the battle of his life. And David just being himself was good enough for 
God to use him to defeat the Philistines and lead him to Saulôs household where he would help fulfill Godôs 
plans for the Israelites. Just as we are – we are loved and used for Godôs purposes. Amen.  

           Eileen Sheelar  

Reflections From the Road II  
(Second installment during a six week RV trip through the Midwest)  

 
I am not a good traveling companion, during those long stretches of going from point 
A to point B, I doze. From early childhood, I conditioned myself to sleep to avoid mo-
tion sickness and it is a habit that persists. Not that I generally miss much – there are 
the miles & miles of the same monotonous scenery – except when something ordinary 
becomes extraordinary! We were passing through prairie/pasture land, one open green 
field after another with the wire fence & wood fence posts rhythmically flitting by, 
lulling me to sleep when suddenly a melodic bird song seemingly just outside my win-
dow jostled me awake! ñDid you see that that bird?!?ò Lee exclaimed – noé I missed 
it! By his description, Iôm pretty sure that it was a Western meadowlark, a bird that Iôd 
only seen pictures of when we studied Oregon history & state trivia (itôs our State Bird 
along with other states). What was so extraordinary was that this song was so beautiful & so loud as to stop 
time and amaze us both; a close & immediate encounter with Godôs creation! We were both awed that in those 
brief few seconds, the power of this birdsong brought us to fully sense Godôs presence, mind you, in our 
pickup truck, windows closed and traveling on U.S. Highway 2 going 65 mph!  
 
ñBut ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; or the bushes of 
the earth, and they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who among all these does not 
know that the hand of the LORD has done this? In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all 
mankind.ò  
         Job 12:7-10 ESV    
  
    
     Glory to God!      
       Mary Jo Emmett  



ORDINARY TIME 
We are in the liturgical season of "Ordinary Time." The liturgical color is green, symbolizing growth. This summer, we 
are enjoying par aments on the table and pulpit that were created and donated by Nancy Morgan. Each quilt square is a 
traditional quilt block and is named for a story in the Bible. In the picture below, you see on the left, The Widowôs Mite  
(Mark 12:41-44 and Luke 21:1-4). The center drop features Storm at Sea  (Mark 4:35-41, Luke 8:22-25 and Matthew 
8:23-27), and the right drop is entitled ñWorld Without End.ò 

The pastorôs stole features six quilt squares.  

On the left side:  

Road to Jericho (v. 1) (Luke 10:30), 

Jacobôs Tears (Job 16:20), and  

Crown of Thorns (Matthew 27: 29).  

On the right side:  

Mary's Block (Luke 1: 26-38),  

Consider the Lilies (Matthew 6: 28) and  

David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17).  

 

The pulpit drop also features a Road to Jericho block.  
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Please RSVP to the church.  
Leave a message at  

503-393-0404 or email  
officejkpchurch@integra.net   

 

Deacon Corner 
 
Hello Everyone, 
Isnôt great that we at John Knox have a social hour, after 
service on Sunday!  Itôs wonderful time for fellowship, shar-
ing and having a goodie and some coffee and punch.  A Big 
Thanks, to all who provided cakes cookies or goodies of 
any kind.  The deacons do the setup and cleanup for social 
hour, with the help of members from the congregation.  If 
you feel need to provide something yummy for our social 
hour, or help in any way, please feel free to do so. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Joan Allen 
Deacon Moderator 
 

Put on your calendar: 
 

August 11th 
 

mailto:officejkpchurch@integra.net


   

  Sunday            Monday          Tuesday      Wednesday      Thursday          Friday           Saturday 
   

July 2018 

 
 
8:00 AAA 
   Coffee 

 
 
7:00pm Puerta del 
Cielo 

 
 
9am Tops 
9:30-11am Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

  
 
7:00pm Puerta 
del Cielo 

 
 
6-7:30pm Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

 

 
 
10:30am Worship 
1:00pm Puerta del 
Cielo 
1:00  Jam 

 
 
6-7:30pm Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

 
 
7:00pm Puerta 
del Cielo 

 
 
 

 
 
9am Tops 
9:30-11am Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

 
 
7:00pm Puerta del 
Cielo 

 
 
8:00 AAA 
   Coffee 
5:30 pm Dinner 
with PDC 

 
 
8:00 AAA 
   Coffee 

 
 
7:00pm Puerta del 
Cielo 

 
9am Tops 
9:30-11am Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

 
 
7:00pm Session 

 
 
7:00pm Puerta 
del Cielo 

 
 
6-7:30pm Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

CHRIST 
         JAR 
10:30am Worship 
1:00pm Puerta del  
Cielo 
 

 
 
10:30am Worship 

 
 
6-7:30pm Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

 
 
7:00pm Puerta 
del Cielo 

  
9am Tops 
9:30-11am Food 
Bank at Faith 
7:30pm AA 

 
 
7:00pm Puerta del 
Cielo 

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

21 20 19 18 17 16 15 

22 23 24 25 26 28 29 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

м !ŘŀƳ ϧ !ƴƴŀ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

н YŀǊŜƴ .ŀƛƴ 
у [ƛȊȊƛŜ .ŜƴƴŜǧ 
мр 5ŀǊƭŜƴŜ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊ 
мф WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ Iŀƭƭ 
нп    wƻǎŜƳŀǊȅ .ŜƴƴŜǧ 
нс WƻƘƴ ¢ƻƭƭŜǎƘŀǳƎ 

 
 
10:30am Worship 
1:00pm Puerta del  
Cielo 

30

10:30am Worship 
1:00pm Puerta del  
Cielo 

1:00pm Puerta del  
Cielo 

 
 
8:00 AAA 
   Coffee 

31 


